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Advertifement. 


IS at the earneftDefire of many Perfons of Piety and 
Judgment, Lovers of the peculiarDoétrines Power 
and Praétice of the ChriftianReligion, as they were pro- 
moted by the purer Part of the oldChurch of England from 
theDays of the Reformation,and by the renowned Sertlers 
of New-Encranp ; who therefore heartily rejoyce to fee 
and hear of theirRevival both in GreatBritain & America; 
and for theAdvancement of theRedeemer’sKingdom and 
Glory, that the present Work is undertaken : Which 
therefore will be wholly confined to Matters of Religion, 
and noAdvertifement inferted but of Books and Pamph- 
lets or other Things of a religious Importance. 

It will continue to be printed in the fameForm,with the 
fame Jarge Page as the prefent,and on good Paper & Cha- 
racer , & atthe End of theYcar will be aTitle- Page & Index 
to the whole, for thofe who may be difpofed to preferve 
and bind them.----At theRate of two Shillings newTenor 
per Quarter,deliver’d at any Houle inTownanenclofed; and 
6d.new Tenor more perQuarter,inclos’d,feal’d,écdirected. 

All that wou’d excourage the printing of this Paper,are 
defired,as foon as they canto fend theirSub/criptions& Let- 
ters, free of Charge,to the Publifber,at hisFather’s theRev4. 
Mr. Prince’s in Bofton: And in their Letters to direét us 
where to deliver or fend their Paper & whether to enclofe 
or not. And if a confiderable Number of the Subfcribers 
woud pleafe to fend their rinstT QUARTER’S Pay with 
theirSuBSCRIPTIONS; it wou'd be a great Encouragement 
to go on with the Work, and enable us to it. 

Minifters and other Perfons of Credit and of religious 
Difpofitions in the feveral Parts of the AmericanPlantati- 
ons where there has been a Revival of Religion, are de- 
fired to fend their Informations,as free of Charge as poflible, 
to the Publifber of this Paper : ftudioufly avoiding Per- 
fonal Reflections and angry Controverfy, but relating 
plain & certainFacts and fubfcribing their Names : Since 
to a mamele[s Relation of Matters of Faét, no wife Man 
can give anyCredit ; as he knows not but the Writer may 
be one of the leaft creditable Perfons onEarth,and wou’d 
be known to be fo, were his Name divulged 
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S cold Water to a thirfly Soul, fo is good News from 
@ far Country: Sa Solomon obferved in his Day ; 
and fo we find itin ours. And as the Church of 

ScoTLanD, for her found Doéirines and pious pirit ex- 

prefs’d in the Writings of her eminent Divines, has been 

ever dear to New-#agland ; the intelligent and good 

People here have always mourn’d for her Deelentions 

and Adverfities, and rejoiced to hear of her Revivals 

and Profperities. And as our pious People were, lait 

Summer, greatly refrefh’d with the glad Tidings arri- 

ved and reprinted here,-of a rematkable Revival of Re- 

ligion at Cambuflang , we doubt not they will be yet 
the more rejoiced to hear of the further Progrets of that 
bleffed Work, at Ki/fth and other Congregations There, 
in a furprizing Hiffory juft arrived. 1t was compofed 
by the Reverend and Excellent Mr. Robe, with great 

Modefty, Care and Judgment ; to which are added a 

few Notes in the Margin,--- and is as*follows ---- 

A Faithful NARRATIVE of the Extraordinary Work of the 
Spirit oF Gon at Kiliyth and other Congregations tm the 
Neighbourhood. 

By Ja. Rope, A.M. Minifter of the Gofpel at Kil/jth. 

The PREFACE. 

BMRSEB WS tranfporting and aftonifhing, that after all the 
5 ta oc great and horrid Provocations we have given 
Tt 48 the mett High in this Church and Land, by 
ea ge rors Deifm and Infidelity, Carnality and 
rofanity, Formality and Hypocriiy, our bitter 
% Envyings and unreafonable Divitions ; but 
mott of all by a general rejecting of the blefled Son of God by 

Unbelief, and wling Gofpel Ordinances contentedly without 

feeling the Power of them; the Lord hath been fo far from ut 

terly forfaking us, and making our Country defolate by fome 
deftroymg Judgment, that he is in /Vrath remenbring Mercy, 
and beginning manifeftly to revive his Work, and help us in 
fuch a Situation, as, was become hopelefs and helplets by any 
humane pofible Means. 

There hath been a great and juft Complaint amongft godly 

Minifters and Chriftians of the elder Sort, who had fecn better 
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4 SCOTLAND. 


Days, that for fume Years paft, there hath been a fenfible De- 
cay as to the Life and Power of Godlinefs. Jniquity abounded 
and the Love of many waxed cold. Our Defection from the Lord, 
and Backfliding increafed faft to a dreadful Apaftacy. While 
the Government, Worfhip and Doétrine, eftablifhed in this 
Church were retained in Profeffion ; there hath been an uni- 
verfal Corruption of Life, reaching even unto the Sons and 
Daughters of God. Former Stri€tnefs as to Holinefs, and ten- 
dernefs of Life was much relaxed among both Minitters and 
People of the better Sort: A formal Round of profeffional Du- 
ties was the Religion of the Pxofeffors, and in this they refted. 
As to the Multitude they were vifibly profane, and without 
any Senfe of Religion at all. Things were become fo bad 
with us, that there were few, ‘we the Minifters of the Word, 
could comfort as Believers in Chrift, and exhort to rejoice in 
Hope of the Glory of God, when we found them a dying. All 
this was obferved by fome, and looked upon as the ‘Caufe of 
God’s Controverfy with us ; and what they feared wou’d pro- 
voke him to fend fome defolating Judgment, to avenge the 
Quarrel of his thus broken Covenant: And in this View they 
gave Warning as Oc ‘cafion offered. 

It is one of Satan's Devices, to engage fome diftreffed Souls, 
to be dee} ply exercifed about thofe T hings which either are not 
their Sins, or among the leaft of them; that therebyhe may 
divert them from minding their greateft Sins, and thofe which 
are the Caufe of God’s Controv erfy with them. Some zealous 
coed Men, both Minifters amd others, fell unwarily into this 
Snare. They looked upon fome Things of Mifmanagement 
in Government and Difcipline, which others were diflatisfied 
with as well as they, with fuch Earneftnefs, that they cried 
out again{ft them as ‘the moft crying Sins, the Caufe of the 
Lord’s Controverfy with us, portending dreadful Judgments, 
and what corrupted the Churqh fo far as nothing could fecure 
the Salvation of her Members, but coming out of her, and 
feparating from her. Hereby they were led to overlook what 
was our greateft Evil, and the Caufe of God’s Controverfy 
with us, namely, the Corruption of the Lives of the Members 
of this Church, and that we had a Name to live, while we 
were in a great Meafure dead, as to Faith, Love to God and 
one another, and-other Branches of Holitici. 

This unhappily filled the Heads and Méuihs of the moft of 
Profeflors to fuch a Degree, as to mind and converfe about 

nothing 
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nothing, even upon the Lord’s-Day ; but Minifters, Church- 
Judicatories, and fome other difputable Things, far from the 
Vitals of Religion. The State of their Souls was much forgot- 
ten, and they were either difaffected to their worthy Minifters, 
and the Lord’s Ordinances difpenfed by them ; or if they at- 
tended, they were diverted by thofe Things from a Concern 
about their Regeneration, Converfion, and amending their Ways 
and Doings, which were not good. Wherever our lamentable 
Divifions prevailed, ferious Religion declined to a Shadow. 

All this while we had a dead and barren Time. The Vork 
of Converfion went but flowly and indifcernibly on. The In- 
fluences of the Holy Spirit were reftrained. “The Lord’s Pre- 
fence was much withdrawn, and the Power of his Grace little 
exerted and put forth ; fo that the Gofpel had but fmall Suc- 
cefs, either for bringing Souls to Jefus Chrift, or for quickning 
and refrefhing real Chriftians. Minifters and godly Chriftians, 
who obferved thefe Things with Sorrow, were filled with 
Fears left the Lord had poured forth a Spirit of deep Sleep 
upon this Generation, and given unto his Servants the Com- 
miffion he gave unto the Evangelical Prophet J/aiah, Ifa. vi. 
Q, 10, 11, 12. And he faid, Go, and tell this People, Hear ye 
indeed, but underfiand not ; and fee ye indeed, but perceive not. 
Make the Heart of this People fat, and make their Ears heavy, 
and fhut their Eyes: Left they fee with their Eyes, and hear with 
their Ears, and underfiand with their Heart, and convert and be 
healed. Then faid I, Lord, How long ? And he anfwered, Until 
the Citses be wafted without Inhabitant, and the Houfes without 
Man, and the Land be utterly defolate, and the Lord have removed 
Men far away, and there be a great forfaking in the Mid/t of the 
Land. Several Minifters gave Warning to their People, that 
they were afraid left thefe fpiritual Judgments moft frequent 
in New-Teftament Times were inflicted upon many of tem, 
and might be further (a). 

Things being come to this Extremity, it was the Lord’s 
Opportunity to glorify his Name in a Way furprifing to us, 





(@) In this and in the Two fir/? Paragraphs Mr. Robe as live- 
lily defcribes the deploreable Declenfion of vital Religion 
in New- England, as well as Scotland ; as continually la- 
mented by our elderly pious Minifters in their publick 


Prayers, 4nd Sermons bath printed and unprinted, 
and 
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and peculiar to himfelf. We were goimg on frowardly in the 
Way of our Heart, notwithftanding a Variety of fmiting Judg- 
ments and alluring Morcies; he in his fovereign Mercy and 
Goodnefs, hath begun to fee our Ways and heal them. When 
nothing elfe could help and prevent our Ruin, and we were 
Proof againft all other Difpenfations ; he hath vifited us with 
fuch a Difpenfation of his Spirit, as is fufficient to do it, and 
which we pray that it may, and hope that it fhall be general 
unto the whole Church and Land. This extraordinary Out- 
pouring of the Holy Spirit, whereby great Numbers of fecure 
Sinners are awakened, and many of thefe converted, and filled 
with Faith, and more than ordinary Peace and Joy in Believ- 
ing, appeared firft upon the 18th of February laft, and con- 
tinues at Cambu/flang, a little Parifh within four Miles of the 
Soutb-Eaf? of Glafgow. A well attefted Narrative of this hath 
been publifhed. 

Bleffed be the God and Father of our Lord Jefus- Chrift, 
that this fenfible Prefence and Power of the Holy Ghoft, hath 
not been confined to that highly favoured Parifh: But began 
to vilit us upon the laft Sabbath of April laft, being the 25th 
Day of that Month, as it did alfo foon after feveral other Con- 
gregations lying to the North, North-Eaft and North-IVeft of 
Glajgow. This Work fo extraordinary upon the Souls of many 
in thefe Congregations is the fame with that at Cambu/fleng. 
The Method of the Spirit’s Operation is alike in all thefe Con- 
gregations ; and the Effects of it upan the Bodies of the awa- 
kened, which have not been fo common at other Times, are 
alfo much the fame. 

The Bodies of fome of the Awakened are feized with Trem- 
bling, Fainting, Hifterifms in fome few Women, and with 
convulfive Motions in fome others, arifing from that Appre- 
henfion and Fear of the Wrath of God, they are convinced 
they are under, and liable to becaufe of their Sins. They have 
a quick Apprehenfion of the Greatnefs and Dreadfulnefs of this 
Wrath before they are affected. 

Thefe Effects upon the Bodies of fome of the Awakened 
have been objeéted againft this Work, by many. And fome 
have not been afraid to afcribe it to the Devil, and te traduce 
the whole as Delufion. 

As there were the very fame Appearances accompanying fuch 
an Effufion of the Holy Spirit in fome of our American Colo- 
nies 5 fo the fame Objecivons were made againft them, which 
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have been made againft this Apptasance of God among us. 
"Fhis hath occafioned the Reverend and Judicious Mr. Ed 
wards, Minifter of the Gofpel at Narthampten m New- Eng- 
dand w preach and publith a Sermax upon the diftinguifbing 
Marks of a Work of the Spivit ef Ged, wherein he fatisfyingly 
anfwers and takes off the ’forefaid Objections. It would be 
fuperfluous and unnccefiary to anfwer apart after him, feeing 
this Sesvon hath been oftener than once reprinted im North 
Britain, and is and will be in as many Hands, as any other 
Anfwer probably can, with this Advantage, that by the fur- 
prifing Direétion of Providence it comes from one in a foreign 
Country, who preached and publiflred it long before thts Ap-+ 
pearance of the Lord in his Glory and. Majefty amongft us. 

I cannot however forbear to obferve and offer the fodawaine 
Remarks to the Reader. 

Firft, That there are fome who do not cry out in the Con- 
gregation, neither have any of the ’forefaid bodily Seizures, 
who have been under a Law-Work for fome Months, and are, 
as far as we can know the State of another, favingly convert- 
ed: And there are others who have beef under the fevereft 
bodily Diftrefs, in whom the Work of Conviction and Con- 
verfion, as to the main Strokes of them, anfwer to the former 
as Face to Face in a Glafs (4). Is it poflible then that any 
thinking Perfon will conclule that ail is Delufion with the 
detter, meerly becaufe their Bodies were ftrangely difordered, 
when they were at firft awakened to feel themfelves in a State 
of Sin and Wrath, feeing there are the very fame unconteftible 
Evidences of the Convertion of theZa/ as there are of the Fir/?. 

2d/y, “Fhere are few obferving Perfons who have not fecn 
fudden Fears, and great Sorrow upon worldly Grounds, caufe 
Faintings, Hifterick-Fits, Convulfions, bodily Agonies and 
Strugglings. The Apoftle faith, Weridly Sorrow worketh 
Death. What Reafon can be affigned, why legal Terrors and 
Fears, a ftrong Apprehenfion of the Wrath of God in Perfons 
who know not but the Sentence of Condemmation may be 
executed upon them wamediately, fhould not have the hike 
Effe@s upon their Bodies? Ejpecially confidering that the 
Caufe and Reafons of their Fears are incomparably jutter and 
greater. Several of us Minifters have long ere now feen Per- 
fons diftracted as Hemam was, with the Terrors af God. 





(>) Juft fo it has been in New-England. 
34h, 
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qdly, There is much Reafgn to conclude that the Work 
of Ged in converting many in feveral Parifhes in the Shire of 
Aire, and other Places of the We/f from 1625 to 1630 was 
attended with much the fame Appearances as this now. Ie 
was Called the Stewarton Sicknefs by the Malignants, becaufe 
of the bodily Diftrefs which accompanied it. I hall tranicribe 
the fhort Account which the Author of the Fulfilling of the 
Scripture gives of it, Page 264. ‘ I muft here inftancé a very 
© folemn, and extraordinary Outletting of the Spirit, which 
* about the Year 1625, and thereafter was in the We? of 
Scotland, whilft the Perfecution of the Church there, was hot 
from the Prelatick Party. This by the profane Rabble of 
that Time, was called the Stewarton Sicknefs; for in that 
Parifh firft, but after through much of the Country, parti- 
cularly at /rvine, under the Miniftry of the famous Mr. 
Dick/on was mott remarkable ; where it can be faid (which 
diverfe Minifters and Chriftians yet alive can witnefs) that 
for a confiderable Time, few Sabbaths did pafs without fome 
eminently converted, and fome convincing Proof of the 
Power of God accompanying his Word; yea that many 
were fo choaked and taken by the Heart, that thro’ Terror, 
the Spirit in fuch a Meafure convincing them of Sin, in 
hearing of the Word, they have been made to fall over, and 
thus carried out of the Church, who afterward proved moft 
folid and lively Chriftians : And as it was known fome of the 
moft grofs who ufed to mock at Religion, being engaged 
upon the Fame that went abroad of fuch Things, to go to 
fome of thefe Parts where the Gofpel was then moft lively, 
have been effectually reached before their Return, with a 
vifible Change following the fame. And truly, this great 
Spring-Tide, which I may fo call, of the Gofpel, was not of 
a fhort Time, but for fome Years Continuance: Yea, Thus 
like a fpreading Moor-burn, the Power of Godlinefs did ad- 
vance from one Place to another, which put a marvellous 
Luftre on thefe Parts of the Country, the Savour whereof 
bro’t many from other Parts of the Land to fee the Truth of 
the fame.’ The Similitude & Likenefs of this Work agnongtt 
us unto that referred to, feems evident ; and can thefe bodily 
Effects mentioned be juft Grounds of Objetion againft thit 
Work now, and not alfo aganit the otheg ? 


(To be continued.) 
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